Key messages


Covid-19: Get tested!



More information regarding the national
testing portal below in the "questions
answered" section.









Important information regarding face
covering in council offices can be found
below.
On Monday 21 September we will mark
our first ever ‘Gloucestershire Day’ - an
opportunity to publicly thank those who
have gone above and beyond their normal
duty during the Covid-19 pandemic, and a
time to celebrate everything that is great
about our county
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/glosday
Car sharing – advice around car sharing
with colleagues has been shared. We
have also being pushing messages out
around this via our social media accounts,
and provided information, including a
poster to our partner organisations to
share and use.
There were some reported issues with
GCC online forms over the bank holiday
weekend, particularly HRC booking forms
– this was due to high levels of demand.
These issues have been resolved as Jadu
has given us extra server capacity to cope
with issues from a patch they released
recently. Social media has been updated
to say the system is working, but
encouraging the public to wait to book if
possible so as not to flood/overload the
system. Around 400 bookings were still
made on Wednesday despite the issues.

4 September 2020
Gloucestershire
Covid-19 stats
Link to graph showing daily
cases by local authority
Total Confirmed Cases¹ 2030
Cheltenham - 472
Cotswold - 229
Forest of Dean - 175
Gloucester - 580
Stroud - 292
Tewkesbury - 282
Deaths in NHS Trusts² - 230
Deaths in all settings that
occurred up to 21 August but
were registered up to 29
August³ - 585
Deaths in care homes⁴ - 261

Key links
National Guidance
General NHS advice
Latest advice and
developments from
Gloucestershire NHS

Mobile Testing Unit (MTU) locations⁶:




Cinderford RFC, Dockham Rd, Cinderford
(1 & 9 September)
Tewkesbury RFC, Gander Lane,
Tewkesbury (2 - 3 & 10 September)

Gloucestershire's Community
Help Hub
Council service updates
Make an adult social care refe



Royal Agricultural University, Stroud
Road, Cirencester (3 - 5 September)



University Of Gloucestershire, Entrance 3,
Park Campus, The Park, Cheltenham (5 7 September)

rral
Business advice and support
Looking after your wellbeing
Support for children and
families during Covid-19

National updates


Kickstart Scheme opens for employer
applications



PHE data series on deaths in people with
COVID-19: technical summary



COVID-19: how to work safely in care
homes



COVID-19: how to work safely in
domiciliary care in England

For all coronavirus guidance, please visit:
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coron
avirus-covid-19-list-of-guidance

Your questions answered
To make sure your questions get answered promptly by the team, please continue
to send your questions directly to democratic.services@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Please can you clarify what the rules are for face to face group
meetings? It appears that only six people can meet outdoors or two
different households meeting indoors, however elsewhere the
guidance states a group of 30 can meet indoors socially distanced.
The guidance is available on the GOV.UK website but we have summarised below.
Summary
Larger physical meetings on official council or political business can take place, but
government and PHE guidance still remains to meet remotely wherever possible.

The necessity of the physical meeting will need some form of documentation as laid
out by the legislation (links below), including details for Test and Trace, a form of
risk assessment to enable it to meet potential scrutiny and that the organiser has
taken all reasonable preventative measures to limit the risk of the spread of
infection.
Task groups and council meetings would be permitted under law for the purposes of
a political or public body meeting, however the government guidance continues to
recommend that meetings should take place digitally wherever possible. A
maximum of 30 persons should attend and all guidance below should be followed. If
the meeting is a private one, not in an official capacity, the general restrictions of
only six people from two households/social bubbles would apply.
Detailed Extracts
The full extracts of the guidance and legislation are listed below.
Guidance
Where meetings are to take place in person the following guidance is given:


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safeuse-of-council-buildings/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-councilbuildings



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid19/offices-and-contact-centres#offices-3-4

Legislation
The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (No. 2) (England) Regulations
2020, Section 5 applies: Restrictions on gatherings.

Please provide an update for the testing portal?
We have been made aware the national online portal to book COVID-19 tests is
experiencing problems as it has reached capacity. We have no local control over
this in Gloucestershire.
The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has advised us that the
National Testing Programme is experiencing exceptionally high demand due to a
number of factors such as the return of schools, and this is expected to remain high
for the next few weeks. To help manage demand, testing slots are being made
available the evening before for morning appointments, and on the morning for
afternoon appointments. If its not been possible to book an appointment straight
away, the DHSC has advised that they are continually working to make more slots
available, so people should regularly check the website.

Important information on face coverings for members, staff and
visitors:


You should maintain the two metre social distancing wherever possible and
from Monday 31 August, please follow these new guidelines on face
coverings:



You should wear face coverings if you are in contact with members of the
public or visitors and unable to maintain the two metre social distancing,
such as escorting someone to a meeting room. Once you are able to
maintain the two metre distancing, such as when you are seated, you can
remove the face covering.



Visitors to our offices should also wear face coverings when they are in a
public area, for example, main reception and when they are being escorted
to a meeting room. We will be putting up signs to remind visitors but if you
have an appointment with a member of the public, please advise them
before they arrive. Again, face coverings can be removed once they are
able to maintain two metre social distancing.



Face coverings must be worn by members of the public in registry offices
and libraries at all times.

However, if you or your visitor are exempt from wearing face coverings
under national guidance then this still applies.

¹ The above data reflects nationally published data available here.
² This section contains information on deaths of patients who have died in hospitals
in Gloucestershire and had tested positive for Covid-19 at time of death or where
Covid-19 was mentioned on the death certificate. All deaths are recorded against
the date of death rather than the date the deaths were announced. It is based on
national NHS data published here.
³ Weekly death figures provide provisional counts of the number of deaths
registered in England and Wales for which data are available. From 31 March 2020
these figures also show the number of deaths involving coronavirus (Covid-19),
based on any mention of Covid-19 on the death certificate. Figures by place of
death may differ to previously published figures due to improvements in the way we
code place of death. This figure does not include deaths of those resident outside
England and Wales or those records where the place of residence is either missing
or not yet fully coded. For this reason counts may differ to published figures when
summed. Bank Holidays could affect the number of registrations made within those
weeks.
⁴ Care homes vary in size and in the characteristics of their residents. Outbreak
data is also being reported publicly here: https://www.gov.uk/government/statisticaldata-sets/covid-19-number-of-outbreaks-in-care-homes-management-information.

The figures here are slightly lower than our local figures due to a time lag. The
number of cases (confirmed or suspected) has not been reported due to limitations
in data accuracy which means comparison is not possible. This information is being
used for operational purposes. As testing in care homes increases we will review
whether adding this information will add additional strategic insight.
⁵ CQC publish figures on deaths where Covid-19 was suspected in the notification
from the care home, as well as all cause mortality (since 10 April 2020). It is
probable that not all deaths due to Covid-19 will be notified as such, conversely
Covid-19 may be mentioned but not have been a contributory factor in a death).
While CQC numbers are more comprehensive than local reporting, they are not
currently reported by district council.
⁶ Please note that there is a possibility of last minute changes if the MTU’s are
diverted to assist with outbreak control both in this county or elsewhere.

