Key messages
•

Majority of Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 children are back in primary
schools. Some schools will be considering whether they can invite any other year
groups into school before the summer break, subject to accommodation and
teacher number constraints. This will be a local decision for each school.

•

Students in Years 10 and 12 in secondary schools, facing exams next year are
returning to school in small cohorts.

•

Government to continue to fund Free School Meal vouchers for eligible children
over the six week summer. More information about Free School Meals is
available online.

•

Drivers urged to park safely as town centres reopen

National headlines
Understanding the impact on BAME communities
Government-funded Imperial College COVID-19 vaccine moves into first human trials
World first coronavirus treatment approved for NHS use by government
Psychological first aid in emergencies training for frontline staff and volunteers
NHS test and trace: workplace guidance - updated
How to work safely in domiciliary care in England - updated
The sustainable recovery, investor collaboration on COVID-19 recovery and the climate
emergency
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Gloucestershire Covid-19 stats
Total Confirmed Cases¹ - 1,382 (1 new)
•

Cheltenham - 324 (1 new)

•

Cotswold - 156

•

Forest of Dean - 117

•

Gloucester - 404

•

Stroud - 199

•

Tewkesbury - 182

Deaths in NHS Trusts² - 226 (0 new)
Deaths in all settings that occurred up to 29 May but were registered up to the 6 June³ 568
Care home outbreaks⁴ - 80 (0 new)
Deaths in care homes⁵ - 222 (0 new)

Key links
National Guidance
General NHS advice
Latest advice and developments from Gloucestershire NHS
Gloucestershire's Community Help Hub
Council service updates
Make an adult social care referral
Business advice and support
Looking after your wellbeing
Support for children and families during Covid-19

Your questions answered

Thousands of secondary age children in the county travel to school
either by public transport or privately operated bus schemes. What
guidance is being given to schools and operators about arrangements
for pupils returning to school either before or after the summer break?
For the return of secondary school students from Monday 15 June GCC has instructed
all transport operators that full 2 metre social distancing is to be adhered to on all school
buses and at bus stops.
Also it is strongly advised that all who board a vehicle to school use a face covering to
reduce the risk of spreading the virus. Operators are also using enhanced cleaning
regimes to further reduce the risk.
The return of schools in September has not yet been addressed. There has been no
decision regarding how schools are going to operate, if all students will be attending or if
year groups will be split etc. Given the rate of change at the moment we are closely
monitoring this and working through scenarios to prepare as best as possible, however
no advice will be given to anyone until we are sure of the approach to avoid
unnecessary confusion.

Gloucestershire Sightloss Council are concerned that they will not be
able to access the track and trace app. What is being done to address
this?
Whilst we can understand that there would be concerns about people who have visual
impairments accessing Test and Trace, we would like to provide some reassurance.
There are two arms to the national NHS Track and trace programme.
The first arm is a staffed model for Test and Trace and this has been operational since
the start of June. The way it works is that people who have symptoms can access a test
in England by going online, or telephoning 119 where someone can talk them through
options to get a test; there are drive through options or tests can be delivered to the
house of the person. Our understanding is the 119 phone line will support people with
impairments or disabilities to access the best route.
When taking their test, the individual will be advised to self-isolate whilst they await
results and told that if they test positive they need to isolate. Their result will be texted or
emailed to them, and hopefully those with impairments will have technology to support
them in the receipt of this result, but 119 can advise further if not.
Every time somebody tests positive for Covid-19, their details are sent to the national
NHS Test and Trace team. When this happens, an email and/or text is automatically
sent to the individual asking them to log on to a website to complete the contact tracing
information. This is essentially identifying anyone they have been within 2m of for more
than 15 minutes in the previous few days. If a visually impaired person cannot engage
via this method, they do not need to worry, as anybody who does not (or cannot)
complete the online information will be telephoned by a trained call handler 24 hours
after the initial test. All advice will be on the phone from that point on. If somebody is
identified as a contact of an individual who tests positive, they are then contacted via

text message or email in the first instance, and telephoned 24 hours later and provided
with verbal advice to isolate for 14 days and get tested if symptoms appear. It does rely
on people having and email address or telephone number though, and this is a known
disadvantage of the system.
The second arm is the NHS Test and Trace app; this works using Bluetooth signals in
people’s mobile devices to understand how close they have been to somebody for how
long, enabling rapid identification if someone tests positive. This app has not yet been
launched as the national teams are still gathering more data after the pilot in the Isle of
Wight. So at this stage, nobody is using this method in mainland England.
Here is a link to a helpful section on a radio programme about the accessibility of Test
and Trace - https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000jmtw

¹ The above data reflects nationally published data available here.
² This section contains information on deaths of patients who have died in hospitals in
Gloucestershire and had tested positive for Covid-19 at time of death or where Covid-19
was mentioned on the death certificate. All deaths are recorded against the date of
death rather than the date the deaths were announced. It is based on national NHS data
published here.
³ Weekly death figures provide provisional counts of the number of deaths registered in
England and Wales for which data are available. From 31 March 2020 these figures also
show the number of deaths involving coronavirus (Covid-19), based on any mention of
Covid-19 on the death certificate. Figures by place of death may differ to previously
published figures due to improvements in the way we code place of death. This figure
does not include deaths of those resident outside England and Wales or those records
where the place of residence is either missing or not yet fully coded. For this reason
counts may differ to published figures when summed. Bank Holidays could affect the
number of registrations made within those weeks.
⁴ Care homes vary in size and in the characteristics of their residents. Outbreak data is
also being reported publicly here: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-datasets/covid-19-number-of-outbreaks-in-care-homes-management-information. The
figures here are slightly lower than our local figures due to a time lag. The number of
cases (confirmed or suspected) has not been reported due to limitations in data
accuracy which means comparison is not possible. This information is being used for
operational purposes. As testing in care homes increases we will review whether adding
this information will add additional strategic insight.
⁵ CQC publish figures on deaths where Covid-19 was suspected in the notification from
the care home, as well as all cause mortality (since 10 April 2020). It is probable that not
all deaths due to Covid-19 will be notified as such, conversely Covid-19 may be
mentioned but not have been a contributory factor in a death). While CQC numbers are
more comprehensive than local reporting, they are not currently reported by district
council.

